
When the gravy train hits the wall...
The big picture from the National Endowment for the Arts (2016 study)

• Shifts in the artistic population and the way artists work 
• Art is becoming more difficult to categorize
• “Artist” has an elastic definition
• Interdisciplinary work
• Artists are pursuing new, entrepreneurial opportunities

• Primary concerns for artists 
• Sophisticated, but cheap tools
• Technology up, attention span down
• Health care
• Artist Debt
• Fellowship, grants, and awards are archaic

Collaborate   Cross disciplines  Serve the underserved
Solve a problem  Be modern   Embrace diversity

It doesn’t happen overnight
• 2009 formed at UM and gave our first full concert
• 2010 attended our first national chamber music competition (did not succeed)
• 2011 began commissioning student composers
• 2011 attended three additional chamber music competitions (did succeed)
• 2012 attended three more chamber music competitions (did succeed)
• 2012 ran Kickstarter for our debut album, released debut album
• 2012 launched Akropolis Collection and Web Premiere Series
• 2012 became a Limited Liability Company (LLC)
• 2013 signed management deal
• 2013 ran Kickstarter for Fall Education Tour
• 2014 released second album and commissioned 5 composers for 3rd album
• 2014 attended yet another chamber music competition (did succeed) 
• 2015 won Fischoff Educator Award
• 2016 became nonprofit and now conduct 70 engagements per year ranging from elementary assemblies 

and band clinics to radio appearances and full-length concerts 
• 2016 launched Akropolis WORKS, received first grants for community projects, started receiving salaries
• 2017 released 3rd CD, traveled to Abu Dhabi

Want a successful career in the arts? Make it for yourself!
• The Technician + The Entrepreneur + The Manager
• 33.3% talent + 33.3% firm goals + 33.3% business/other skills

Take Charge Now! If you don’t find your identity, someone else will do it for you

akropolisquintet.com | akropolisquintet@gmail.com 
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Required       Standing Out 
Press Photos      Memorable visual aid
Videos        Series of video releases for live audiences around a theme
Website      Online continuation of your identity, memorable visual aid
Email Signature     Punctuation of your professionalism and reliability
Merchandise      Must-have swag - corroborates your style - right hand man
Press Kit      Instant creditability that inspires curiosity

You Are The Solution!
• Looking beyond your talent and creating your own opportunities

Find & Engage Your Audience
• Network and be active in your field
• Build relationships  
• Depth of conviction 

Marketing as an Entrepreneur
• Creating your own content: recordings, videos, etc. 
• DIY print, web, social media, press kit, media releases, etc.
• Authenticity + Frequency + Quality   

Making Money 
• Start saving for a project now!
• Make it your entity’s money, not yours
• For-profit vs. nonprofit structures 
• Support structures: fiscal sponsorship
• Building a budget 

Fundraising 101 
• To crowdfund, or not to crowdfund
• Set the right $ goal
• Get the word out
• Reward supporters & cultivate them for the future
• Alternative fundraising methods

Being a great baker doesn’t mean you can run a bakery... 

Technician Manager Entrepreneur

+ +
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Hailed for their “imagination, infallible musicality, 
and huge vitality” (Fanfare Magazine), the 
Akropolis Reed Quintet takes listeners on 

extraordinary musical adventures. Winner of the 2014 
Fischoff Gold Medal and the 2015 Fischoff Educator 
Award, Akropolis is committed to nurturing music 
appreciation among young audiences. Akropolis is an 
alumnus of APAP’s prestigious Young Performer’s Career 
Advancement Program (YPCA) and has received grants 
from Chamber Music America, Michigan Council for Arts 
and Cultural Affairs, and operating support from the Aaron 
Copland Fund for Music and the Amphion Foundation.

With three studio albums, including its 2017 release 
of The Space Between Us, Akropolis has recorded 17 
original reed quintet works. Akropolis has commissioned 
more than 25 works from composers in 7 countries, and 
was selected to adjudicate and premiere the 2018 Barlow Prize, the first time the prize will be given for a reed quintet work. 
Akropolis produces a YouTube Web Premiere Series, showcasing new works, arrangements, and composer interviews for a live 
Internet audience.

With AkropolisWORKS, Akropolis’ members teach a course called “The Self-Managed Music Career,” and have delivered WORKS 
lectures to college-level musicians around the United States on marketing, financial planning, brand identity, and more. Equally 
committed to students K-12, Akropolis has recently toured schools in Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan, bringing music to underprivileged 
youth or under-funded arts programs.

Prolific collaborators, Akropolis premiered the first work for reed quintet and string quartet by David Schiff with the Dover Quartet, 
and in 2015 Akropolis gave a fully choreographed performance of Four-Letter-Word with BodyVox Dance. Akropolis has performed with 
author and scientist, Vic Strecher, and in April 2017, Akropolis’ residency in Abu Dhabi featured a performance of Marc Mellits’ Splinter  
with original Arabic poetry. During its 18/19 season Akropolis will premiere a collaborative work with the University of Michigan 
Symphony Band by composer Roshanne Etezady. 

Akropolis regularly appears in unconventional settings, including performances in office spaces in Detroit as part of its Corporate to 
Corner Tour. Akropolis will present its first 5sounds Festival in Detroit in 2018, bringing together multidisciplinary collaborators, new 
works, and educational outreach to create greater arts access throughout the city.

All Akropolis events include informative musical introductions and a chance to greet the artists. Akropolis remains its founding members: 
Tim Gocklin (oboe), Kari Landry (clarinet), Matt Landry (saxophone), Andrew Koeppe (bass clarinet), and Ryan Reynolds (bassoon).

short bio

press
“All of the music…is remarkable for the sheer joy that it elicits  
from the exceptional ARQ musicians… Blend, balance, unanimity 
of pitch and phrasing: all are perfect. The quintet plays with 
imagination, infallible musicality, and huge vitality.” 

–Ronald E. Grames, Fanfare Magazine 

“Pure gold, shot through with tenderness and grace.” 
–Joshua Kosman, San Francisco Chronicle

“Akropolis is great at balancing expressive lead playing with clear, 
richly-textured, well-rehearsed group dynamics.” 

–Matthew Andrews, Oregon ArtsWatch

“This group of five super talented musicians takes listeners on an 
amazing, interactive musical adventure. The Reed Quintet is 
innovative, youthful, and full of enthusiasm. Given the young, 
energetic musicians, the interactive quality of the concert, and the 
quintet’s amazing musical ability, this was one of the best concerts 
I’ve ever attended.” 

–Pamela Steinik, Maryland Theatre Guide

“Their ensemble was tight and their sound alluring…” 
–James McQuillen, The Oregonian

PHOTO BY GARY NORMAN
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THE SPACE BETWEEN US

Hailed as “Pure gold” by the San Francisco Chronicle and released  

in March 2017, The Space Between Us is Akropolis’ third CD release, 

exploring musical, social, and abstract concepts of space between 

music, musicians, and audience members. Akropolis developed this 

album concept and subsequent concert program around four works  

it commissioned from 2014-15 and one previously completed reed 

quintet work from 2003. The Space Between Us contains various sound 

universes, each the object of a composer whose musical creation 

connects musical instruments, concepts, and people. As if refracting 

light, Akropolis absorbs each soundscape and re-transmits  

it through the ensemble’s vast, yet unified array of colors, sound 

devices, and interpretive possibilities.

Works to be performed on “The Space Between Us” program include:

Rob Deemer, Gallimaufry (2015)

Jacob Ter Veldhuis, Jesus is Coming for reed quintet and ghettoblaster 

(2003)

Gregory Wanamaker, The Space Between Us (2016)

David Biedenbender, Refraction (2015)

John Steinmetz, Sorrow and Celebration for reed quintet and  

audience (2015)

RUNNING WILD
Let out of the cage is not just the musicians, but the composers 

too. These works twist convention and contort perceptions of  

what a piece of chamber music is. Even the audience is asked to 

play a different role in John Steinmetz’s Sorrow and Celebration 

for reed quintet and audience. Featuring composers with 

backgrounds in non-western improvisation, pop, and electronic 

music, the program collects these ruptured shreds of chamber 

music and hands them to Akropolis, who reassembles them into  

a concert program perfectly suited to its energy and dynamism.

Works to be performed on the “Running Wild” 
program include:

Marc Mellits, Splinter (2014)

Ned McGowan, Wood Burn (2005)

Rob Deemer, Gallimaufry (2015)

John Steinmetz, Sorrow and Celebration for reed quintet and 

audience (2015)

Chiel Meijering, CandyBox (2009)

program offerings

PHOTO BY HEATHER NASH
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program offerings (cont.)

UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
In “Under the Influence,” Akropolis presents classical music bearing  

a wide array of influences, from rock and electronic music to jazz, 

chant, and folk songs. Each work absorbs the characteristics of a 

different genre, style, or era, and then creates fresh, relevant music, 

reflecting upon the original and looking forward. Akropolis also  

explores their own influences as a reed quintet (their first concert 

given in 2009), as they build their ensemble’s repertoire and re-visit 

their personal and collective inspirations by which they have forged 

their genre-bending identity.

Works to be performed on the “Under the Influence”  
program include:

Marc Mellits, Splinter (2014)

Nico Muhly, Look for Me (2015)

Leonard Bernstein, Prelude, Fugue, and Riffs (1949)

David Biedenbender, Refraction (2015)

George Gershwin, An American in Paris (1928)

THESE AMERICAN STORIES

The Akropolis Reed Quintet presents “These American 

Stories,” a narrative program of influential music from the last 

century of American history. Each work tells its own story from 

a different perspective, at a unique moment of realization or 

imagination, including Bernstein’s jazz-classical crossover, Ives’ 

transcendentalism, and a new work by Nico Muhly (the youngest 

composer ever commissioned by the Metropolitan Opera) 

based on a Vermont folk song. As America has come of age 

over the past hundred years, so too has its music, and through 

it all maintained a uniquely American vocabulary. Akropolis 

has collected and arranged works which come from different 

perspectives and different walks of life, bound by exuberance, 

creativity, and introspection.

Works to be performed as part of “These American Stories” include:

Leonard Bernstein, Prelude, Fugue, and Riffs  (1949) 

Charles Ives, “The Alcotts” from Piano Sonata No. 2  (1840-60)

George Gershwin, An American in Paris (1928) 

Nico Muhly, Look for Me (2015) 

John Steinmetz, Sorrow and Celebration for reed quintet and 

audience (2015) 

Duke Ellington, The Neo-Hip-Hot Cool Kiddies Communities (1970)
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BEYOND THE CONCERT HALL
Akropolis is a nonprofit with substantial individual and foundational 

support for its educational and community programs which provide 

greater arts access to audiences beyond the concert stage.

ACCLAIMED K-12 OUTREACH
Winner of the 2015 Fischoff Educator Award, Akropolis will 

reach more than 6,000 K-12 students during its 17/18 season 

alone. Deeply passionate and experienced, Akropolis delivers 

fast-paced and informative workshops, including its “The Best 

Story” presentation for elementary schools, featuring a musical 

reenactment of the Eileen Spinelli children’s book. At the middle 

and high school level, Akropolis gives full band workshops, master 

classes, interactive performances, and Q&A’s.

“I am in awe of your genius in this educational arena and excited 

for all the young lives that you will impact and change because 

you are first and foremost extraordinary artists who are bringing 

that excellence and meticulous preparation and execution to the 

educational arena.” 
-Kathy Soroka, Allegheny RiverStone Center for Arts Education

AkropolisWORKS (University)
Akropolis has designed and taught music business management 

courses at the University of Michigan and Michigan State University, 

and delivered workshops on marketing, strategic planning, audience 

engagement, competition success, and more at dozens of universities 

around the country. Akropolis gives inspiring master classes, reads new 

works by student composers, and has even collaborated in performance 

with students during its visits. 

Visit akropolisquintet.com/akropolisworks to view sample workshop 

templates, lecture topics, webinars, and more.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Akropolis custom-designs satellite performances so that community 

members outside the concert hall can engage the arts. During its 

Corporate to Corner Tour in 2017, Akropolis presented office space 

concerts in Detroit high rises and pop-up concerts throughout 

Detroit’s downtown as part of a community residency funded by 

Chamber Music America and the Michigan Council for Arts and 

Cultural Affairs. Akropolis has performed at two homeless shelters 

in Portland, OR, hosts a house concert and barbecue each year in 

Ann Arbor, MI, held its 3rd CD release concert at a local distillery, 

and has performed at numerous non-traditional venues. Akropolis 

is committed to 

diversifying classical 

music’s audience, and 

can do this in your 

community. 

additional offerings


